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Certificates of Baptism, Marriage and 
Burial and Census of Canada, 
1621-1765 


The University of Montreal’s Programme 
de recherche en démographie historique, 
directed by Hubert Charbonneau and Jacques 
Légaré, has begun the transfer of its com- 
puterized raw data on civil status and the nom- 
inal censuses of Canada under the French 
Regime to the Machine Readable Archives. This 
documented file contains approximately 
300,000 certificates of baptism, marriage and 
burial and some census data on the people who 
lived prior to 1766. This will be a two-phased 
transfer. All the data prior to 1750, which 
account for more than 60 per cent of the total, 
have already been transferred. The rest will fol- 


low in 1987, as soon as all the data cleaning and 
validating phases have been completed. 

The Programme de recherche en démo- 
graphie historique was created twenty years ago 
to reconstitute and study the population of 
Quebec prior to 1850, based on parish records 
and censuses. To this end, it established a com- 
puterized record of the population, composed 
of biographical files on all individuals who set 
foot in Quebec. For the time being, this record is 
restricted to the period prior to 1730. 

The research team is made up of demo- 
graphers, historians and computer specialists 
and is funded by the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada, the 
Fonds québécois FCAR and the University of / 
Montreal. Because it receives public funding, 
the team has, for some years, disseminated the 
results of its work to the general public. Thus 
was born the Répertoire des actes de baptéme, ma- 
riage, sépulture et des recensements du Québec 


ancien, which consists of approximately fifty vol- 
umes (thirty of which have already been pub- 
lished). They include the bulk of the information 
currently being transferred on magnetic tape to 
the Machine Readable Archives. 

The researchers have two objectives in car- 
rying out this transfer: (1) to conserve the com- 
puterized version of their basic data in a safe 
place, as the data are now held ina single loca- 
tion and might be damaged; and (2) to allow 
other researchers computer access to these data. 
In order to avoid any infringement of present or 
future work, projects using these data will have 
to receive the approval of the Programme de 

Aecherche en‘démographie historique. 


Yves Landry 

Programme de recherche en 
démographie historique 
University of Montreal 


Ma time History Group 
DataSets 


The Machine Readable Archives has been 
fortunate in acquiring a group of files of signifi- 
cant value to students of the economic history of 
merchant shipping, a field of study that has 
been gaining scholarly attention in recent years. 
A few years ago, a group of historians at the 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
launched the Atlantic Canada Shipping project 
in order to investigate the rise and fall of the 
shipping industry of the Atlantic Canadian 
colonies and provinces in the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Of course, because of the international 
scope of maritime trade and shipping, their data 
and methodology are of potential interest to a 
broad range of researchers in a variety of fields. 
The Maritime History Group, as they came to be 
called, perceived a number of significant 
unanswered questions that might well benefit 
from a quantitative approach. The members of 
the Group had varied interests linked by a com- 
mon concern with the rise and fall of the ship- 
ping industry in the Atlantic Canadian colonies. 
This was basically unturned soil. One might 
have concluded from the existing literature that 
the decline of Atlantic Canadian shipping was 
the result of falling demand for softwood ships, 
but this did not explain why the industry did not 
switch to the newer technology of iron steam- 
ships as did the Norwegian shipping industry, 
for example. 

The Maritime History Group thus acquired 
microfilm copies of colonial vessel registries and 


most of the original documents known as 
“Agreements and Account of Crew” for British 
Empire vessels between 1863 and 1939. The lat- 
ter occupy several miles of shelving and have 
been rendered accessible by the Official Num- 
bers of vessels.! This led to the prospect of being 
able to analyze the patterns of physical capital 
formation in shipping in the major ports of 
registry in the region, the deployment of these 
vessels in ocean trades, and a number of charac- 
teristics of the labour force employed on them.? 
Of course, this represented a task of Herculean 
scale. 

With the indispensable help of a Canada 
Council grant, the Maritime History Group pro- 
ceeded to initiate studies in a number of areas. 
Of significance in the present context is the fact 
that these efforts included putting large quan- 
tities of data into machine readable form. 

One group of files comprises registry data 
for a number of Atlantic Canadian ports. These 
included essential information on the physical 
characteristics of vessels — their tonnage, length, 
breadth, depth, date and where built, date and 
cause of registry closure, etc. They also included 
details of the ownership of the vessels, includ- 
ing the owners’ names, residences, occupations 
and shares held by each. A “pilot” study of the 


1Each vessel, upon registration, was given the equiv- 
alent of a Social Insurance Number. This Official 
Number was retained by the vessel even when it 
changed ownership or name. 


2For greater detail see Lewis R. Fischer and Eric W. 
Sager, “An Approach to the Quantitative Analysis of 
British Shipping Records,” Business History, XXII, (July 
1980), pp. 135-151. 


port of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, by David Alex- 
ander, helped to develop discovery of and solu- 
tions to the many technical and intellectual 
problems incumbent upon the analysis of this 
sort of data.* This provided the foundation — 
might one say, laid the keel? — of subsequent 
studies of Atlantic Canadian ports. 

The second group of files include data from 
the “Agreements and Account of Crew” or 
“Crew Lists” of vessels sailing from various 
ports. These documents were the actual agree- 
ments signed between a master and his crew at 
the outset of each voyage. They specified the 
general trade route of the voyage, its duration, 
the scale of provisions, wages and other condi- 
tions under which the crew agreed to sail. They 
also contained the name of each crew member, 
his age, birthplace, capacity and details of his 
discharge. A reasonably precise picture of voy- 
age patterns is also provided because of the 
requirement for official endorsement of the doc- 
ument at each port of call. 

Of course, the area of investigation was 
much too broad to be satisfied with only the 
above data. Coordinated studies were also con- 
ducted concerning the shipowning interests 
and their landward business activities. Since 
there was substantial concentration, qualitative 
investigation helped to shed light upon the shift 
of investments from the sea to the land. Simi- 
larly, it came to light that Atlantic Canadian 


3David Alexander, “The Port of Yarmouth, Nova 
Scotia, 1840-1889,” in Keith Matthews and Gerald Pan- 
ting (eds.), Ships and Shipbuilding in the North Atlantic 
Region. (St. John’s, 1978), pp. 77-103. 
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shipping was heavily dependent upon the 
export of bulk resource commodities. This led to 
investigation of various international trades. 

The work of the Maritime History Group 
has continued over the last few years with new 
answers leading to newer questions. A recent 
re-organization has led to the fission of the 
Group. In its place, we now find the Maritime 
History Archives and the Maritime Studies 
Research Unit. The latter will endeavour to 
maintain a broad interdisciplinary approach to 
its area of interest. 

Turning back to the data themselves, the 
registry files are somewhat simpler in organiza- 
tion. They consist of only two segment types, 
one dealing with the physical and historical 
characteristics of the vessel and the other with 
its one or more registered owners. The Official 
Number of vessels registered since 1854 is 
included, thus allowing linkage with the Crew 
List records. The Crew List files are somewhat 
more complicated. There is a segment for each 
voyage, i.e., for each Crew List. This is followed 
by segments for each port of call, each master 
and, in most cases, each member of the crew. 

The Machine Readable Archives has regis- 
try files for Halifax, N.S., Miramichi, N.B., Pic- 
tou, N.S., Richibucto, N.B., Saint John, N.B., 
Windsor, N.S. and Yarmouth, N.S. for 
1820-1914. These files will be available to 
researchers as of September 1, 1987. We also 
have registry files for Prince Edward Island 
(1787-1914), Newfoundland (1820-1936) and 
Sydney, N.S. (1820-1936). We have Crew List 
files for Baint John, N.B., Yarmouth, N.S., 
Windsor, N.S. and Halifax, N.S. These Crew 


List files also will be available as of September 1, 
1987. 


R.L. Schnarr 
MRA 


Archivist 
s Unique New 


Wallot, visited Toronto’s George Brown College 
on March 7, 1986 to celebrate the introduction of 
a unique new course, Machine Readable Archives 
and Records, to the College’s part-time certificate 
program in archival practices sponsored by the 
Education Foundation of the Toronto Area 
Archivists Group (TAAG). 

The course is designed to provide students 
with a knowledge of the techniques required in 
the management of machine readable informa- 
tion from both the archival and records manage- 
ment perspectives. Based upon an understand- 
ing of the methods for inventorying, scheduling 
and appraising data in a range of automated 
systems, the course explains how data of archi- 
val value could be acquired, processed, 


q 


described, conserved and made available to the 
research community. The objective of the course 
is to enable students to introduce methods and 
techniques necessary for the integration of 
machine readable records components in their 
archival or records management programs. In 
addition, the course instructors were interested 
in using the course as a means of developing 
and testing a training program that could be 
applied on a broader scale. 

Dr. Wallot and members of his staff from 
the Machine Readable Archives Division who 
developed the course and provided the instruc- 
tional services over its seven-week duration 
were welcomed by J.T.A. Wilson, Dean of 
George Brown College’s Business Division on 
behalf of the President and Board of Governors. 
Also in attendance was John Hardy, the Col- 
lege’s Archivist, representing the TAAG Educa- 
tion Foundation and acting as master of 
ceremonies. 

In his introductory remarks, Mr. Hardy 
spoke of the significance of the course to the 
training of archivists and records managers. 
“Until now,” Mr. Hardy said, “our training pro- 
grams have continued the traditional emphasis 
on paper-based systems... as, increasingly, 
emphasis in the office is being placed on auto- 
mated records systems and the maintenance of 
information in machine readable format.” The 
course was designed to meet the needs of a 
growing army of archivists and records man- 
agers seeking to establish an integrated 
approach to the management of all recorded 
information, regardless of physical form, in 
their organizations. The course was a reflection 
of the commitment of the TAAG Education 
Foundation, the Public Archives of Canada and 
George Brown College to archives and records 
management education. 

In his remarks, Dr. Wallot reinforced the 
significance of the course by reminding the 
audience that not only was this the first course of 
its kind in Canada but, indeed, one of the first in 
the world. 

Both Dr. Wallot and Mr. Hardy spoke of the 
future — Mr. Hardy looking forward to seeing 
other such courses being introduced elsewhere, 
and Dr. Wallot looking forward to the develop- 
ment of a course workbook or manual that could 
be used to support this and other courses. 

Course instructors included Harold Nau- 
gler, Director, John McDonald, Chief, EDP 
Information Systems Section, Katharine Gavrel, 
Chief, Documentation and Public Service Sec- 
tion, and Halyna Kis, Chief, Social, Economic 
and Cultural Section, of the Machine Readable 
Archives Division, Public Archives of Canada. 

In attendance were members of the first 
class of the Machine Readable Archives and Rec- 
ords course, members of the Executive Commit- 
tees of both the Toronto Area Archivists Group 
and the Association of Records Managers and 
Administrators (Toronto Chapter), represen- 
tatives of the Ontario Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities, officials of the College, and mem- 
bers of the TAAG Education Foundation. 
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The reception was sponsored jointly by 
George Brown College’s Business Division and 
the TAAG Education Foundation. 


TASSIST ‘87 — Vancouver _ 


The 1987 IASSIST conference will be held 
May 20 to May 23 in Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia. The workshops will be held May 19, the day 
prior to the conference. Work on the program is 
now underway and any suggestions for ses- 
sions would be welcome. For information on the 
conference contact: 

Laine Ruus 

Local Arrangements Chairperson 
Data Library 

University of British Columbia 
2075 Wesbrook Hall 

Vancouver, B.C. 

VoT 1W5 

(604) 228-5587 


Sue Gavrel 

Co-Chairperson, Program Committee 
Machine Readable Archives 

Public Archives Canada 

395 Wellington St. 

Ottawa, Ont. 

K1A ON3 

(613) 993-7772 


IASSIST ‘86 


The 1986 IASSIST conference was held in 
Marina del Rey, California, in May. Close to one 
hundred data archivists, librarians and 
researchers from over seven countries partici- 
pated in this year’s conference. 

The theme of the conference, “Amidst 
Technological Turmoil, Innovation and Pro- 
gress,” provided a forum for discussions and 
information on the uses of microcomputers in 
research and archival operations; networking; 
new data storage technologies; and exchange of 
information on research data. Among the ses- 
sion topics were: Directions for Major Archives; 
Public Access to Data; Data Storage, Access and 
Retrieval Media; Data Management, Tech- 


‘nology and Research; Population and Migration 


Data; Administrative Tools for Archives; Com- 
puter Mapping — The Future Is Now; and 
Directions in the Information Economy. Many 
of the papers will be printed in future issues of 
the Quarterly. 


The last three articles in this issue were written by 
Sue Gavrel, MRA. 


Anyone wishing information about the Bulletin may 
write to: Public Archives of Canada, Machine 
Readable Archives Division, Documentation and 
Public Service Section, 395 Wellington Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A ON3, or phone (613) 993-7772. 
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